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Abstract: The Milnor number is a classic invariant, associated to an isolated hypersurface 
singularity. There have been been many attempts, including our own development of the  Lê 
numbers, to generalize the Milnor number to the case of non-isolated hypersurface singularities. 
In this talk, we will explain why the characteristic cycle of the vanishing cycles is both an algebraic 
and topological generalization of the Milnor number, and why it is, perhaps, the best that one can 
hope for. We will also discuss how to calculate this characteristic cycle.
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